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Department of Family, Consumer, and Human Development

2905 Old Main Hill
Logan UT  84322-2905
Telephone:  (435) 797-1501

PARENT PERMISSION
Assessing Relationship Dynamics


Professor Bradford in the Department of Family, Consumer, and Human Development at Utah State University is conducting a research study to find out more about relationship dynamics.  You have been asked to take part because you are attending a program on healthy relationships. There may be potentially up to 220 total participants in this research. The purpose of this research is to explore the experiences of having attended these programs, and the relationship dynamics of people who attend relationship education classes. 
Procedures:  As part of the classes on relationships, your child will be asked to fill out a survey of his/her experience in the relationship education program. This survey will be filled out at the end of the program, and may take about 5-8 minutes. 

New Findings  During the course of this research study, you will be informed of any significant new findings (either good or bad), such as changes in the risks or benefits resulting from your child’s participation in the research, or new alternatives to participation that might cause you to change your mind about allowing participation in the study. If new information is obtained that is relevant or useful to you, or if the procedures and/or methods change at any time throughout this study, your consent to continue participating in this study will be obtained again. 

Risks  Participation in this research study may involve some added risks or discomforts. These may include any potential discomfort that may come from answering questions about your child’s knowledge of relationships and about their own relationship dynamics, present or future. 
Benefits  There may or may not be any direct benefit to your child from these procedures. One possible benefit will be learning scientifically sound principles of healthy relationships. The investigator, Dr. Bradford, may learn more about how relationship education has impact on participants’ attitudes and their current relationship dynamics. 
Explanation & offer to answer questions   The County Extension Agent Naomi Brower (801-399-8206) or Kay Bradford (435-797-5454) has explained this research study and can answer your questions. Please contact one of these people if you have other questions or research-related problems. 
Extra Cost(s) / Payment/Compensation   There are no costs nor payment for participation. 
Voluntary nature of participation and right to withdraw without consequence Participation in research is entirely voluntary. You may refuse to allow your child to participate or withdraw him/her at any time without consequence or loss of benefits. Your child is free to attend relationship education classes without taking part in this research, and is free to seek other sources of information on relationships. Your child may be withdrawn from this study without your consent by the investigator if his/her participation is no longer appropriate (e.g., if he/she is not a participant in relationship education). 
Confidentiality   Research records will be kept confidential, consistent with federal and state regulations. Only Drs. Bradford, Higginbotham, and Skogrand, and their research assistant will have access to the data which are kept in a locked file cabinet in his locked office. No name is given on the survey, and participants are not identified by name, nor are asked for specific identifying information. No name is linked to the data. The investigator will enter the information on the computer, and then destroy the paper copies of the surveys once the information is entered (about four month’s time). 

IRB Approval Statement The Institutional Review Board for the protection of human participants at USU has approved this research study.   If you have any pertinent questions or concerns about your rights or a research-related injury, you may contact the IRB Administrator at (435) 797-0567 or email irb@usu.edu.  If you have a concern or complaint about the research and you would like to contact someone other than the research team, you may contact the IRB Administrator to obtain information or to offer input.
Copy of consent You have been given two copies of this Informed Consent. Please sign both copies and retain one copy for your files. 

Investigator Statement “I certify that the research study has been explained to the individual, by me or my research staff, and that the individual understands the nature and purpose, the possible risks and benefits associated with taking part in this research study. Any questions that have been raised have been answered.” 

Signature of PI: Kay Bradford, PhD, LMFT
​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________



Principal Investigator




 (435) 797-5454; k.bradford@usu.edu 


Signature of Co-PI: Brian Higginbotham, PhD, Family Life Extension Specialist

​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________


Signature of Co-PI: Linda Skogrand, PhD, Family Life Extension Specialist

​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________



Signature of Participant  By signing below, I agree to allow my child to participate. 

_______________________________
Name of Child

_______________________________

______________________________

Parent or Guardian signature


Date
