
ANIMAL CIRCLE  
 
ELEPHANT 
 
Items Needed: None 
 
Have the group form a circle.  If “it” points to you, you must make a 
trunk with your arms.  The people on either side of you must put their 
hands by their ears so that the three of you look like an elephant.  
Anyone who is unable to do so by the time “It” counts to ten becomes 
“It.” 
 
RHINOCEROS 
 
Items Needed: None 
 
This game is played like Elephant except that the person “It” points to 
puts fists together by the nose with the outer pinkie finger extended 
up.  During the play of Rhinoceros, “It” may call out either 
“Rhinoceros” or “Elephant.” 
 
MONKEY AND PALM TREES 
 
Items Needed: None 
 
This game is played like Elephant and Rhinoceros except that the 
person “It” points to must scratch his or her head with the right hand 
while scratching the right armpit with the left hand and making 
monkey noises.  The people to the right and left of the person doing 
the scratching must put their hands in the air and sway as if they 
were coconut palm trees.  During the game “IT” may point and call 
out “Elephant,” “Rhinoceros,” or “Monkey.” 
 
DOUBLE IT VARIATIONS FOR 
ELEPHANT/RHINOCEROS/MONKEY 
After the group has caught on to Elephant and its variations, add an 
extra “It.”  With two or three people playing “It” the game moves faster 
and more players have to get involved.  Being involved is usually 
more fun than watching.   


